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What theme will you focus on regarding the thesis project novel?
I will explore how, as humans, we sometimes act like beasts.
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“The Island of Doctor Moreau” by H.G. Wells was my junior Thesis Project (Picture Problem, Fall 2019). I have chosen this novel to research further because I would like to explore how, as humans, we sometimes act like beasts. I will attempt to support my argument by using details from the novel, as well as from other literature. We are sometimes accused of being “pigs” or we hear, “the beast got the better of us,” and other such examples in literature. In Shakespeare’s “ Othello,” Iago says, "I am one, sir, that comes to tell you your daughter and the Moor are now making the beast with two backs,” and the Native-American saying, “The good and bad wolves inside of us.”
People often demonstrate the beast within them, one capable of beastly actions such as atrocious killings. In some literature, and in science fiction, people turn into beasts, either mentally, psychically, or both. For example, werewolves are the effect of supernatural events that give humans the host powers of a beast. However, eventually, it proves more of a curse to change and become a beast despite being more powerful.
Perhaps humans sometimes have to change and become beast-like to survive.
Sometimes, the beast within us creates havoc in our lives and in society when, as
mentioned above, commit crimes.
In the novel, Dr. Moreau, one of the main characters, surgically and scientifically
turns beasts into humans. Dr. Moreau tries to unlock the secret of life and the universe.
Evolve beasts into humans. This may remind the reader of primates evolving into humans.
Although most of the beasts in Dr. Moreau’s experiment are of various species. The
beasts that he turned into humans were taught manners and human behavior while still
retaining their animal instincts.
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In the novel where Dr. Moreau explains how he altered species from one to  another, “There is building up as well as breaking down and changing. You have heard, perhaps, of a common surgical operation resorted to in cases where the nose has been destroyed: a flap of skin is cut from the forehead, turned down on the nose, and heals in the new positions. This is a kind of grafting in a position of part of an animal upon itself.
Grafting of freshly obtained material from another animal is also possible,--the case of
teeth for example” (page 87 paragraph 10). This process explains how Dr. Moreau
changed beasts into humans and taught them how to act human and fear him as their
master. Yet, at the same time, it seems like both humans where becoming beasts. For
example, when Dr. Moreau was fighting fang and claw figuratively and literally to be top
dog. Montgomery is another one of the novel main character and Dr. Moreau’s
assistant, was indulging in alcohol to forget the problems that he was currently having,
much like an animal in the moment. Edward Prendick the man who got shipwrecked
and our main character, is just trying to survive on the island and live by “the law of
jungle.”
There many video games, movies, and cartoons that are made into popular
where to animals act like humans. Such as “Madagascar” the animated movie, or
Looney tunes. The animals do what humans do on a daily basis but in their own
lifestyle. Bugs Bunny is a good example, also, of an animal that acts human. Bugs
seems to know almost everything and is somewhat wiser than most humans, even
though he has an addiction to carrots.
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I would like to reinforce my argument on how people and animals can be one and the other. One court case, Animal Welfare Institute v. Martin19, 2010, the Animal Welfare Institute sued the state of Maine under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) to stop the approval of trapping the Canadian Lynx. The court agreed with the plaintiff because acknowledged the physical pain endured by animals while beings captured and, also that it causes fear to the animals. Members of the Institute wanted to observe
the lynx in its natural habitat. It also Claimed that trapping the Lynx would significantly decrease the species. However, the court of appeals had a discussion with the District Court in which they did not grant permits to trap the Animals. In this court case, both sides are tried to do their best to guard a species and to look after its bloodline. The Animal Welfare Institute wanted to do research on the lynx by trapping it first which would hurt it. Certain animals can feel uncomfortable, people scared or even disgusted.
Reptiles and amphibians sometimes have this effect on people because of how they
look and their actions. There are some mammals, such as rats, skunks, and bats that
cause a few waves.
Some historical records provide evidence where humanoid beings have caused chaos. One example would be, from 1764 to 1767, Gevaudan , a town in France, a killer on the loose and murder 100 people. It because known as the legendary “Beast of Gevaudan.” The villagers thought it was a wolf-like creature that was responsible until they realized it was something supernatural such as a skin-changer or werewolf.
Witnesses saw the beast walking on its hind feet. Bullets did not affect the beast, and it was resurrected more than once. The reign of the“Beast of Gevaudan” ended when it
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was killed with a silver bullet by a farmer. A doctor then dissected the beast’s stomach.
Even this historical reference center’s around the use of the supernatural. It shows how,
sometimes, a beast has the urge to kill and leaves a mark in history. We learned that
some animals, people, or the supernatural can get the better of us and leave fear in our
hearts until the killer meets the reaper. There was also a time in history when a
legendary supernatural creature became known as Wendigo. This spirit came from a
certain culture, but mostly from Native-Americans. The Wendigo spirits haunt people
who go near a certain area which is usually an extremely cold area such as north, or a
mountain. How if the people are starving, and the spirit influences them to become
cannibals. This affects them and they take on the physical form and mind of the
Wendigo and feed on human flesh for the rest of their eternity. The way to hurt or kill a
Wendigo is to place either silver on the heart or to use fire. This destroys its physical
form while its spirit lives on.
Like most authors, H.G. Wells was inspired to write by other work, artists, and entertainers. One of the things that inspired Wells to study was his love of Science Fiction at the Royal College Of Science. Later, he studied at the Imperial College in London.
My opinion of the “Island of Doctor Moreau,” is that it is a wonderful thrilling novel
that gives the reader a story on how humans and animals react to one other and live in
each other's shoes, so to speak. The main characters and the background each have a
unique set of personality which l understands. As a human I can relate for the most part
to Edward Prendick because we want to survive and live a peaceful life, but we had to
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see some odd and morbid scenes which hardens and widens our souls. I felt sympathy
towards the beast people because they were once animals that wanted to live in peace
in the wild and not mistreated for experiments that turned them into creatures and
enslaved. A fair amount of animal would be our company, but I don’t think they want
to be humans against their own free will. The real monster of this story is Dr. Moreau for
how he treated the animals. It’s odd that most scientist goals in novels or entertainment
films want to understand how life and death ticks to earn fame, money, or make the
world a better place without realizing what they are doing is wrong and/or may go wrong
until they are arrested or died near the end or still become disillusioned. In Dr. Moreau's
case, he died with only his goal incomplete by his experiments. Even though
Montgomery is one of the main characters, he is a sidekick. Montgomery has a difficult
time handling life, but he can’t get a grip with who he is. A lot of people get that feeling
that they don’t understand life and themselves and try to find a way to forget their troubles.
The novel reflects how humans and beasts are close but, at the same time, not
so distant. The “Island of Doctor Moreau” can be related to real life events.
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Your essay was quite interesting, with many examples that referenced your main idea.
I will accept this with the question and title that I added on your cover page.

I see that you thought about many ideas as you read about the beast-men, and apparently felt great sympathy for them.

When you read the information and question sheet did you consider some of the questions about your thesis project:

Why did you choose this novel and what did you find exciting enough from the story to convey through your art/cartooning skills?

Was it the beast-men and woman?

What’s scenes will you show?

How? What will you do to present dynamic images and captions to explain these important parts.


[bookmark: _GoBack]I don’t want you to go crazy, or redo a new essay, but if you want to add a section/ending paragraph, you should discuss the things I mentioned above.
Please remember that the point of this essay was to explain why you thought your choice was the best way to complete your thesis project.

Any questions?

vbenedetto@sva.edu
